
March 9, 2006 
 
Mr. Thomas Shea, Project Manager 
New York and New Jersey Harbor Deepening 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
New York District 
26 Federal Plaza, Room 2119 
New York, NY 10278-0900 
 
Suzanne Dietrick, Chief 
NJ Department of Environmental Protection 
Office of Dredging and Sediment Technology 
P.O. Box 028 
401 East State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0028 
 
VIA FACSIMILE 
 
RE:  Supplemental PN # FP64-SNB1-2005A2; New York and New Jersey 

Harbor Deepening Project, Newark Bay Channel, Contract Area S-NB-1  
 

 
Dear Ms. Dietrick; 
 
Clean Ocean Action submits comments on the supplemental Public Notice for the 
New York and New Jersey Harbor Deepening Project, Newark Bay Channel, Contract 
Area S-NB-1 (PN # FP64-SNB1-2005A2).  
 
The Newark Bay Channel dredging project has been modified to increase the volume 
from 1,816,000 cubic yards (CY) to 2,240,000 CY of dredged material including 
1,549,000 CY to be disposed of at HARS (an increase of 204,000 CY) (Table 1) 
 

HARS Suitable Pleistocene 
Age Sediments 

Upland 
Sediments Newark Bay 

Contract 
SNB-1  Glacial Till 

(CY) 
Red-Brown 
Clay (CY) 

Black Silt 
(CY) 

 
Rock 
(CY) 

Total Material 
Volume (CY) 

Original 
Estimates 288,000 1,057,000 362,000 109,000 1,816,000 

Current 
Estimates 310,000 1,239,000 577,000 114,000 2,240,000 

Table 1. Areas to be dredged, proposed volumes, types of dredged material, and proposed management 
options.  From the Army Corps of Engineers Public Notice #FP64-SNB1-2005A2.
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COA’s comments are as follows: 
• The PN states an additional 275,000 CY of black silt has accumulated in the channel in 

the past 15 months.  
o This number is not accurately reflected in the black silt estimate provided (see 

Table 1 of PN, reproduced above) as the new volume estimate has only increased 
by 215,000 CY.  

o A doubling of the volume of black silt in the channel indicates a significant 
sedimentation rate of 18,333 CY/month. What accounts for the accumulation? Is 
this the average sedimentation rate for the region? Considering the significant 
environmental and economic implications of increasing sedimentation rates in the 
Newark Bay, COA urges the ACOE to conduct an investigation into possible 
causes.    

 
• COA requests copies of the results of “additional geotechnical sampling”1 that occurred 

since the original estimate was made. 
 
A written response to these comments is requested. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

        
Cindy Zipf         Jennifer Samson, PhD 
Executive Director        Principal Scientist 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Supplemental PN # FP64-SNB1-2005A2; New York and New Jersey Harbor Deepening Project, Newark Bay 
Channel, Contract Area S-NB-1 
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